
 

I would like to thank the 

heroes who tackled the 

challenge of turning this 

organization around in 

2003. The first Directors 

appointed as the new 

board under my leadership 

were: Marcelino Sandoval, 

George Castro, Ray Leyva, 

Joaquin Herron, Rudy 

Rico, Fred Martel, Daniel 

Zaragoza, Joe Delgado, 

Ruben Mejia, John Serrano, 

Andy Martinez, Dr. Amy 

Gutierrez, Paul Lopez, 

along with support staff 

Alan Clayton, Raul Solis 

and attorney Victor Manri-

que.  These core members 

stood by LACCEA at its 

lowest point to ensure 

that the ship would not 

sink, but rather that it 

would become a flag ship 

for others to look to for 

guidance. 

 As a tribute to their hard 

work and dedication we 

will display their pictures 

on a wall of honor in our 

new office.  If it were not 

for their sacrif ices,     

LACCEA would not be the 

premier Organization it is 

today.  It is with great 

pride that we will honor 

these LACCEA heroes.  Si 

Se Puede! 

 

For the past 10 years I 

have begun each message 

to our members with an 

inspirational quote. Re-

cently, I thought I may 

have finally run out of 

good ones!  Then I re-

membered a conversation 

I had with my father as a 

child.  I was 10 years old. 

 Our little league team was 

0-6 at the beginning of the 

season, we weren't very 

good.  I told my father I 

wanted to quit, because 

I didn't like losing.  He 

looked deep into my eyes 

and asked me something 

which now serves as the 

motivation for everything I 

do.  He said, òMijo, tell me, 

how do you expect to win 

if you quit? Quitters never 

win and winners never 

quit. Youõre a Winner.ó  I 

think about his message all 

the time. 

 

When I took over as LAC-

CEA President, the organi-

zation was in debt, our 

membership was in decline 

and our moral compass 

was spinning out of con-

trol.  LACCEA was in deep 

trouble.  At that time my 

fatherõs wordsõ echoed 

inside me.  The state of 

the organization was bleak, 

the only way to get back 

on its proverbial feet was 

change the direction it was 

heading in and to keep go-

ing. At that moment we 

decided not to quit, be-

cause winnersõ never quit. 

During that time, several 

of the original Directors 

on the board jumped ship. 

 They quit saying that the 

ship was sinking and that 

they didnõt want to be as-

sociated with a òloseró 

organization.  These words 

and these people are per-

manently etched in my 

mind. They represent the 

history of a failing organi-

zation, left to perish.  In 

my eyes they were the real 

òlosersó, because they quit. 

 The winners were the 

ones who stayed and 

worked hard to turn LAC-

CEA around, making it 

what it is today.   
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY PROBATION OFFICERS  

AWARDED FOR WORK 

òABOVE AND BEYONDó   

The Antelope Valley Bar Association honored the Los Angeles 

County Probation Department for going above and beyond the 

call of duty during their annual òLaw Dayó award ceremony.  

DPO II Luis Guzman, RTSB was awarded òProbation Officer of 

the Yearó.    

DPO Guzman is currently assigned to Camp Onizuka, Chal-

lenger Memorial Youth Center, where he was recently  

awarded the title of Probation Officer of the Year.  He was rec-

ognized for his continued efforts in gang identification and sup-

pression.  He often attends gang training at his own expense 

and  stays current with local and state trends.     He is often 

the lead in ensuring that narcotic and weapons contraband is 

actively pursued and eliminated.  DPO Guzman serves on the 

board of directors for a local swim team, coaches Little League 

and is a Relay for Life organizer.  DPO Guzman is husband to 

Blanca and father to Joshua, Samuel and Natalia.     

LACCEA congratulates Luis Guzman, we applaud his 

efforts and accomplishments!  

Si Se Puede! 
  

MMMEMBERSEMBERSEMBERS    RRRECOGNITIONECOGNITIONECOGNITION       
 

LACCEA is looking for members who we can highlight in our newsletter. Do you know a LACCEA 
member who should be recognized for their accomplishments, activities, is retiring, has a new  add- 

ition to the family, exemplifies the LACCEA mission, or is just a great person? 

If so, please submit their name, a short article, and their phone number to the LACCEA office. 



P A G E  3  M A Y  2 0 1 3     

 

 

LACCEA Scholarship 

Awards 

Apply Now! 
 

The  

Los Angeles County Chicano Employees Association  

invites all members to participate in  

LACCEAõs 1st Annual Scholarship Program 

 

Scholarship applications will be available to  LACCEA members, family 

and referred friends.  Scholarships are to be used to financially  assist with 

college, university, trade school or approved certified programs. 

 

Scholarship amount: $1,000 

Scholarships available: Five (5) 

Application period: April 1, 2013 -  May 31, 2013 

Submission deadline: May 31, 2013 at 3:00pm 

 

Contact the LACCEA office for an application and additional  

information.  Applications must be received by the deadline.   

 

Office: (626) 458-2314 Å Email: laccea@sbcglobal.net 
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LACCEA NETWORKING  

 

< 

LACHMA Board of Directors and 
Cinco De Mayo Committee  

From left to right:  

Chair Elizabeth Bacerra, Co Chair 

Maria Rivas and Debrina Dante, 

LACCEA Board Member 
  

LACHMAñ 
Cinco de Mayo Scholarship  
Fundraiser Dinner  
 

From left to right:  

LACCEA Board Member Debrina 

Dante, Leonor Garcia, LACHMA 

President Robert Meneses, Sonia 

Solis, Kelli Moya and Penny Arroyo 

Father Boyle ñKeynote Speaker-
LACHMA Cinco de Mayo  
Scholarship  Fundraiser Dinner  
 

From left to right:  

LACCEA Board Member Debrina 

Dante, Father Gregory Boyle, Chief 

Executive Officer Los Angeles 

County Bill Fujioka LACCEA Board 

Member Joey Bustamante 
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LACCEA Scholarship Foundation  

Silent Auction  


